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Beginning
School (Pre-
School & Pre-
K)

Students will explore how
numbers, words, and the natural
world connect to their daily
experiences by thinking about
how we use numbers to
describe and compare, hi

books and pictures help us leam
and share ideas, and how living
things like apples grow and
change over time. They'll
explore questions such as, "Why
iis it important to recognize
numbers in every day life?" and
"What are different ways to put a
puzzle together?"

This month's curriculum
emphasizes recognizing,
comparing, and creating patterns
across disciplines, encouraging
students to observe relationships,
make predictions, and draw
connections between ideas. In
math, students explore types of
patterns, sequencing, and
matching through observation and
creation. In lteracy, students
analyze similarities and
differences between words,
songs, and text types to develop
categorization and reasoning
skills. In science, students engage
in inquiry by observing seasonal
changes, making predictions, and
testing hypotheses through
hands-on exploration, such as
investigating pumpkins and
weather patterns.

Students will build early critical
thinking skills by asking questions,
making predictions, and explaining
their reasoning. In math, they will
explore and create patterns,
compare groups to understand
more and less, and recognize
numbers and quantities in different
forms. In literacy, students wil
recall story events, make
predictions about what might
happen next, asking questions like,
"What do you think will happen at
the end and why?" and connect
pictures and text to deepen
understanding. In science, they will
observe changes in motion,
temperature, and reflection, and
use their observations to explain
what is happening and why.

In math, children will investigate
how numbers, patterns, and
measurements help us describe
and organize the world, analyzing
data to determine “which has more
or less,” understanding order, and
recognizing how math is used in
everyday contexts. In literacy,
students will strengthen phonemic
awareness and analytical thinking
by identifying beginning and
ending sounds, generating word
examples, and discussing what
makes a story engaging or
expressive. In science, they will
practice curiosity and inquiry by
making predictions, observing
cause and effect, and describing
what they notice during light,
shadow, and material
investigations.

Through inquiry-based discussions
in math, literacy, and science,
children wil investigate how
numbers and groupings help us
make sense of information, how
stories and language convey
emotion and truth, and how animals
and objects respond to
environmental forces. Learners will
consider questions such as how
biologists use math to measure and
describe, what makes a story real or
imagined, and how air, movement,
and pressure affect the world we
experience. Students will explore
questions such as, "What makes
things move?” and "Why do we
group things?" and "How do we
know if a story is real?"

In math, students will compare
and categorize objects such as
coins and number bars, identify
numerical patterns, and discuss
how order and organization
influence counting and problem-
solving. In literacy, students will
practice identifying beginning
sounds, predicting outcomes in
how

They will investigate natural
phenomena such as rainbows and
bird behavior, make predictions,
and record observations. Through
math, they wil practice quantifying,
comparing, and measuring using
various tools and methods. In
literacy, they will apply reasoning
and sequencing skills to organize

stories, and
authors convey ideas and
settings. In science, students will
investigate cause and effect in
natural phenomena, such as.
weather and earthquakes, while
making observations about
textures, sounds, and
environmental changes.
Together, these activities guide
students to think critically about
how things connect, change, and
relate to one another in their
world

and
interpret symbolic ideas such as
the magic of rainbows. In science,
students will explore motion,
gravity, and light to understand
how and why things happen in the
world around them.

In math, they wil investigate
number patterns and relationships
through skip counting and fair
sharing to build an understanding
of grouping and division. In
literacy, students will strengthen
comprehension and prediction
skills by visualizing st

elements, interpreting illustrations,
and anticipating character actions.
In science, they will observe and
question natural phenomena,
examining properties of water,
habitats of plants and animals,
and the causes and effects of
volcanic eruptions to deepen their
understanding of the natural world
and its interconnected systems.

Through questioning and
observation, children will analyze
order and duration in daily
routines, compare and construct
geometric shapes, reflect on the
emotional and personal
connections found in shared
reading experiences, and
investigate the functions and
features of flowers and their
relationship to pollinators. These
inquiries encourage children to
observe closely, make
connections, and express their
understanding through discussion,
creativity, and problem-solving.
They'll ask questions such as
"How do you think each part of a
flower helps the flower?"

Children will explore how the world
around them connects to familiar
concepts and their own
experiences through inquiry in
math, literacy, and science. They
will identify and describe real-world
examples of geometric shapes
(such as spheres), reflect on
communication and connection
through letter writing, and
investigate the human body’s
systems and functions to
understand how our bodies work
and how we can care for them
Questions like, "What would
happen if we didn't have any
bones?" and "Have you ever
noticed any spheres at home or
other places?”

Kindergarten

Students will ask and answer
questions such as “How do we
know how many?” as they use
manipulatives to show and
compare number amounts. In
literacy, they will think critically
about language by connecting
letter sounds to familiar words
and identifying shapes in
everyday objects to enhance
their illustrations. In science,
students will observe, compare,
and analyze living things by
asking questions like “What do
plants and animals need to
grow?” and “Why did our plants
grow or not grow?"

This month, kindergarten students
will engage in critical thinking by
exploring how numbers, stories,
and inventions help us
understand and create within our
world. They will ask and answer
questions such as: How can |
show a number in different ways?
What makes a book work the way
it does? How can | design and
build something that really flies?
Through hands-on activities in
math, literacy, and science,
students will compare quantities,
create and label their own stories,
and design model airplanes
inspired by the Wright Brothers.

This month, kindergarten students
will strengthen their critical thinking
skills by exploring how numbers,
stories, and history connect to
problem-solving and perspective-
taking. In math, they will determine
how {o represent and compare

In

Students will explore how things.
can be represented, related, and
compared. In math, they will
investigate different ways to create
numbers and explore number
relationships. In literacy, students
will compare fictional stories by

quantities using
literacy, they will ask, What makes
a good story? as they identify a
story’s beginning, middle, and end
and examine how characters solve
problems. In social studies, they
will consider, How did new settlers
affect the Indigenous Peoples of
North America? Through these
inquiries, students will learn to
analyze situations, recognize
multiple viewpoints, and
understand cause and effect
across subjects.

examining settings,
and major plot events. In social
studies, they wlII analyze and
discuss simi

In math, students will compose and
explain addition sentences to show
how numbers combine to make a
whole. In literacy, they will explore
sequencing by asking, “Why do
tasks need to be done in a certain
order?” and “What happens when
we do them out of order?” In social
studies, students will identify
important figures from the Civil

among winter hollday celebrations
around the world, developing an
early understanding of global
perspectives.

Rights examining the
characteristics that made them
leaders and connecting those traits
to ways we can demonstrate similar
qualities in our own lives.

In math, they will compose and
explain subtraction sentences
and create their own word
problems to show understanding
of number relationships. In
literacy, students will practice
distinguishing fact from fiction by
asking, “How do we know what is
true?” In social studies, they will
explore leadership by explaining
the role of the president and
reflecting on the question, “What
would | do if | were the
president?”

This month, kindergarten students
will engage in critical thinking by
exploring how numbers can be.
created and represented in
different ways to understand
relationships between quantities.
Through literacy, they will recall
key facts from stories and

This month, students will engage
in critical thinking by exploring how
to compare, classify, and create.

In math, they will ask, “How can
we measure objects in different
ways?” and “Which objects are
longer, taller, or heavier?” In
literacy, students will think

by
discussing and responding
thoughtfully to questions about the
text. In science, students will
compare the functions of body
systems and evaluate which
system they believe is the most
important and why, supporting their
reasoning with evidence from class
discussions and observations.

as they ask, “What
makes a slory fantastical?” while
izing their

In math, they will classify objects
based on their similarities and
differences and explain the
reasoning behind their choices. In
literacy, students will explore
different types of poetry and
compose original poems to
express their ideas creatively. In
sclence, they will investigate the
question, “Why is it important to
the effects of the

own |mag|nat|ve tales. In science,
they will investigate, “How are
animals different from one
another?” and “What similarities
and differences can we find
among animals of the same
species?”

sun?” and apply problem-solving
skills to design and build a
structure that can reduce
temperature in a given area.

This month, students will
strengthen their critical thinking
skills by exploring how to observe,
evaluate, and improve their
understanding of the world around
them. In math, students will identify
and collect real-world examples of
shapes, asking, “Where do | see
these shapes in everyday life?” In
literacy, they will learn to revise
their own writing by reflecting on,
“How can | make my work even
better?” In science, students will
investigate motion and cause,
asking, “How and why do different
objects move?” Through these
inquiries, students will practice
observing carefully, evaluating
thoughtfully, and making
purposeful improvements to their
ideas and work.

1st Grade

This month, students will
deepen their understanding of
how thinking, and

This month, first graders will
develop critical thinking skills by
asking and ing questions

reasoning help them maks
sense of the world around them.
In mathematics, they will explore
what it means to add numbers,
identify patterns and rules in
addition, and explain how
models support their
understanding of number
stories. In literacy, students will
consider how clear handwriting,
spacing, and phonics strengthen
communication between writers
and readers, and will compare
complete sentences with
fragments. In science, they will
think like scientists as they learn
how observation and
investigation help us understand
living and nonliving things, their
body structures, and how those
parts support survival. In social
studies, students will study the
geography, climate, and culture
of Australia—examining how its
history, location, and
environment influence the lives
of its people today.

that deepen understanding across
subjects. In literacy, students will
consider how good writers plan
and organize ideas before writing,
reflect on the importance of
editing, and explain why
punctuation and capitalization
rules help make writing clear and
effective. In social studies,
students will compare and
contrast Australia and North
America while analyzing how
industries such as farming and
tourism shape communities. In
science, students will use their
senses to make accurate
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In math, students are analyzing
why strategies such as Count On,
Number Line, and Near-Doubles
are effective and explaining the
logic behind the commutative
property and the problem-solving
process. In literacy, students are
distinguishing between facts and
opinions, applying structured
writing processes, and explaining
how different types of informational
writing serve unique purposes. In
science, they are evaluating
examples of biomimicry, how
human inventions are inspired by
nature, and comparing traits
between parents and offspring to
understand heredity. In social
s(udies students are considering
the

ol an:
explore how pumpkins are used in
different cultures, and distinguish
between facts and
misconceptions about bats. They
will evaluate the statement “Bats.
are pests to be destroyed” using
evidence and explain what
humans can learn from these
animals.

of the Amazon
Rainforest and proposing ways
humans can protect endangered
ecosystems and animals.

In math, students will compare and
evaluate different subtraction
strategies, such as Counting Back,
using a Number Line, and the
Make 10 strategy, explaining how
these methods are similar and
when each is most effective. They
will also analyze number
relationships to determine whether
sets of numbers can form a Fact
Family and demonstrate how
understanding related facts
supports problem-solving with
missing addends. In literacy,
students will apply the full writing
process, planning, drafting, editing,
and finalizing to create an
informational piece on a topic of
personal interest, demonstrating
organization and clarity of thought.
In science, students will investigate
the properties of sound and matter
by asking and answering questions
such as: What are the states of
matter? What causes sound, and
how do vibrations create
differences in pitch and volume?
They will design and modify simple
instruments to demonstrate their
understanding of sound waves,
pitch, and volume, and trace the
pathway of sound from its source
to the ear.

This month, first graders will deepen
their critical thinking by exploring
how patterns, organization, and
comparison help us make sense of
the world around us. In Math,
students will use base-ten blocks to
model numbers 11-20 and explain
what “place value” means. They'll
investigate how patterns on a
hundred chart can help with adding
and subtracting 1s and 10s, and
practice comparing numbers using
greater than, less than, and equal to
symbols. In Literacy, students will
think critically about how writing
changes depending on purpose,
comparing a personal narrative to
an informational piece, and apply
planning tools like the Circle Map to
organize ideas and write a complete
narrative with a clear beginning,
middle, and end. In Science,
students will explore light and sound
by asking questions such as, Can
we see in the dark? They'll compare
how sound and light travel, identify
and classify natural and artificial
sources of light, and investigate how
light interacts with transparent,
translucent, and opaque materials
to draw meaningful conclusions.

This month, first graders will
deepen their understanding of
how and why things work in
math, literacy, and science. In
math, students will explore place
value reasoning by asking, “Why
is it important to add the ones
place first when adding two-digit
numbers?” and “What tells us
that regrouping will be needed?”
They will also examine how
regrouping changes numbers
and how to interpret blank
spaces in multi-digit addition and
subtraction. In literacy, students
will apply critical thinking to
writing by transferring what they”
ve learned about personal
narratives to create original,
imaginative stories that show
understanding of sequence and
detail. In science, students will
investigate light and its
properties, asking questions
such as “What is a rainbow?”
and “How do shadows form?”
while experimenting with
reflection, refraction, and eye
protection.

This month, first graders will
develop their critical thinking skills
by asking and answering questions
that help them make sense of data,
opinions, and the world around
them. In math, students will design
and analyze surveys, organize
results in tally charts and bar
graphs, and consider questions
such as, “How are pictographs and
bar graphs similar and how are
they different?” and “Why might a
graph be more useful than a st of
data?” In writing, students will learn
to distinguish between facts and
opinions, exploring “Why is it
important to provide reasons for
one's opinion?” and “What can we
provide to support that something
is factual?” In science, students will
apply reasoning skills to
understand Earth’s place in the
universe by observing and
describing patterns of day, night,
and seasons, and explaining how
Earth's position in relation to the
sun affects these patterns.

First graders explore how shapes,
writing, and the solar system
connect to problem solving and
reasoning. In math, students will
use precise geometric vocabulary
to describe and compare 2-D
shapes, explain how shapes can
combine to form new designs, and
reason about how whole shapes
can be divided into equal parts. In
literacy, they will expand their
thinking by transforming opinion
writing into persuasive writing,
learning how to support ideas with
clear reasons. In science, students
will investigate and model the
structure of the solar system,
exploring questions such as, ‘Wi
does the moon have craters?” ant
“How does gravity keep the
planets in orbit?” Through
observation, modeling, and
explanation, students will apply
evidence-based reasoning to
better understand the world.
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First graders will question how we
measure and compare the world
around us, express creativity
through language, and reflect on
scientific innovation. In math,
students will reason about
measurement, asking questions
such as “How can we compare
objects of different lengths?” and
“Why is 30 minutes called ‘half
past’ the hour?” as they apply skip
counting and time-telling
strategies. In literacy, students will
analyze and create various forms
of poetry, considering questions
like “Does poetry have to thyme?”
and “What makes each type of
poem unique?” In science,
students will evaluate historical

Students will explore how shapes,
language, and scientific
understanding connect to the world
around them. In math, students will
identify, describe, and model three-
dimensional shapes such as
cubes, rectangular prisms, cones,
and cylinders using precise
vocabulary and real-world
examples. In science, students will
apply their learning creatively by
designing a model or project that
demonstrates key concepts from
their studies, with special
recognition for projects that
integrate ideas from multiple units.
Through these experiences,
students will practice observation,
comparison, and synthesis core

in sp:
discussing “Should animals be
sent to space?” and “Why was the

race to space important?” Through

these inquiries, students will
practice comparing, evaluating,
and justifying ideas across
disciplines.

skills that reasoning and
problem-solving across all
subjects.




Critical Thinking - Questions and Objectives

September

October

November

December

January

February

March

April

May

June

2nd Grade

Second graders are developing
their critical thinking skills by
asking and answering questions
that help them analyze, reason,
and explain their thinking across
subject areas. In math, students
are learning to justify their
problem-solving strategies by
asking, “Why did | choose this
method?” and “Does this
solution make sense given what
the problem is asking?” In
literacy, students are thinking
critically before reading by
making predictions, interpreting
clues from titles, and
distinguishing between realistic
and fictional stories. In science,
students are investigating how
the structure of seeds affects
their function, evaluating how
different seeds disperse through
wind, water, or animals.
Together, these experiences
encourage students to think
deeply, make connections, and
communicate their reasoning
clearly.

Students are asking questions,
making comparisons, and
analyzing information across
subjects. In math, students
engage in real-world problem
solving through a “3 Act Math
Task,” asking: What do you
notice? What do you wonder?
What information do we have or
still need, and how can we find it?
In literacy, students think deeply
about characters in Night of the
Spadefoot Toads, exploring how
Ben and Ryan are alike and
different, how Ben's demeanor
changes in different settings, and
whether they agree with his
choices. In social studies,
students apply critical thinking to
understand processes by
investigating how certain foods
are made from farm to table.
Through these discussions,
students learn to question,
compare, and reason to build a
deeper understanding of the
world.

This month, second graders are
deepening their critical thinking
skills by asking how and why
questions. In math, students are
exploring number patterns and
regrouping by asking, “How can
Yyou represent a number using only
tens blocks, and what patterns do
you notice?” and “When adding,
how do you know when to
regroup?” In literacy, students are
analyzing characters more deeply
by considering, “Why did that
character react that way?” and
“What motivated the character to
do what they did?" In science,
students are developing curiosity
about materials and environmental
|mpact through questions such as,
“Why is the melting point of certain
materials important?” and “Why did
companies begin using plastic
instead of wood to make toys, and
what effect does that have on our
environment?”

In math, students are learning to
analyze subtraction problems by
asking, “When subtracting, how do
you know when to regroup?” In
literacy, students are deepening
comprehension through discussion
and reflection as they summarize
chapters from Christmas in
Camelot, predict what might
happen next, and consider how
they would respond in a character’
s situation. In science, students
are engaging in inquiry-based
learning by exploring how water
shapes the land, asking questions
such as, “Why do you think a river
flows?” and “Why is there sand at
abeach?”

In math, students are exploring how
to make decisions based on data,
justify their choice of operations.
when solving problems, and
consider multiple ways to reach a
solution. In literacy, they are
practicing how to distinguish
between facts and opinions in
stories, share their perspectives
about story elements such as
endings, and connect texts to real-
life experiences. In social studies,
students are applying spatial
reasoning by designing maps from
school to home, deciding which key
features and landmarks would best
guide someone to their destination.
Together, these experiences help

In math, students are examining
patterns in computation by
asking, “How is adding and
subtracting three-digit numbers
similar to adding and subtracting
two-digit numbers?” and “How
can breaking apart numbers
make addition and subtraction
easier?” In literacy, they are
thinking creatively and
analytically by considering “What
if Ribsy wasn't found by Henry at
the end of the book?” as they
write an alternative ending to
extend their understanding of
story structure and character
motivation. In social studies,
students are developing spatial
and i

students deepen
strengthen their ability to think
critically and creatively.

taking by creating maps from
school to home, asking
themselves what important
features to include so that others
could successfully navigate their
route. Together, these inquiries
encourage students to reason,
imagine, and problem-solve as
they make meaningful
connections in their learning.

This month, second graders will
‘engage in critical thinking by
asking questions that help them
analyze, compare, and design. In
math, students will explore how
shapes can be categorized by
asking: How can you classify
triangles and quadrilaterals? Are all
squares also rectangles? Is a circle
a polygon—why or why not? In
literacy and social studies,
students will examine Native
American folktales and traditions to
understand deeper meanings and
cultural lessons, asking: What life
lessons can be learned from these
stories? Why did Native Americans
build their homes in specific ways
or live differently across regions?
‘Why might these stories have been
shared with children in their tribes?
Finally, through a STEM design
challenge, students will apply
creative problem-solving as they
construct leprechaun traps,
considering what materials work
best, why their trap might succeed,
and how to anticipate Lucky's
clever escapes.

This month, second graders will
deepen their understanding of
how people, stories, and numbers
connect to problem-solving and
life lessons. In math, students will
explore real-world applications of
time by comparing travel
scenarios across time zones and
analyzing how adding and
subtracting time is similar to
working with whole numbers. In
literacy, they will reflect on the
moral lessons found in Native
American folk tales, considering
what values or wisdom these
stories are meant to teach. In
social studies, students will
examine how geography,
environment, and resources
influenced the way different Native
American tribes lived, what they
ate, wore, and built, and why
storytelling played such an
important role in teaching lessons
and preserving culture.

In math, students will use pictures,
numbers, and words to explain
why fractions with larger
denominators represent smaller
parts and will compare fractions
through multiple representations.
In literacy, they will analyze
perspective by interviewing story
characters and rewriting scenes
from another point of view. In
science, students will evaluate
reasons for and against human
space exploration, compare and
contrast planets, investigate the
causes of lunar craters, and
explain why Venus's atmosphere
is described as a “greenhouse.”
Together, these inquiries
encourage students to reason,
question, and support their ideas
with evidence.

In math, students are examining
‘why multiplying length and width
determines the area of a square or
rectangle, helping them connect
operations to geometric reasoning.
In literacy, they are identifying
cause and effect relationships in
stories, tracing how one event
leads to another, such as
beginning with “Freddy entered
‘Next Door'..." and following the
sequence through to the end of the
book. In science, students are
engaging in inquiry about space
exploration and planetary science,
considering questions like Why
might humans want or not want to
explore outer space? and What
makes one planet similar to or
different from another?

3rd Grade

This month, third graders will
deepen their analytical and
organizational thinking across
subjects. In math, students will
explore how numbers can be
expressed, ordered, and
compared to show relationships
and patterns. In literacy, they will
examine how texts are
structured, defend the main
ideas using evidence, and learn
to organize their own writing for
clarity and impact. In social
studies, students will compare
and contrast the diverse regions
of the United States and
Oregon, recognizing how
geography influences culture
and community.

In math, students will investigate
how place value helps them add
larger numbers and how addition
and subtraction are related. In
literacy, they will analyze texts to
determine genre, identify the
author’s purpose, and develop
persuasive writing by using
reasoning and evidence. In social
studies, students will compare
Oregon to other states and
evaluate the importance and
relevance of research findings to
support their learning. Together,
these inquiries encourage
students to think analytically,
make meaningful connections,
and apply their understanding in
multiple contexts.

In math, they will investigate what
multiplication means and how it
can be used to solve real-world
problems. In literacy, students will
learn to synthesize information
from texts, identifying key details
and ideas to form opinions and
answer the question, “What do |
want to convince others of?” In
science, they will analyze and
represent data through visual
displays to describe weather
patterns and defend conclusions
about the importance of water by
asking, “What evidence can | use
to draw conclusions about the
weather?”

This month, third graders will
deepen their analytical and
reflective thinking by exploring
relationships, meaning, and natural
patterns. In math, students will
examine how addition and
subtraction are connected and
develop an understanding of what
division represents. In literacy,
they will evaluate the underlying
meaning in texts, revise their own
writing to convey tone and
expression, and consider the
question, “How does the author
want this story to sound?” In
science, students wwll investigate
the

This month, third graders will

In malh s(udenls will examine
and di
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explore how atterns
supports understanding and fluency
in multiplication and division, while

evaluating which strategies most
effectively build these skills. In
literacy, students will apply their
Kknowledge of plot to design original
storylines and reflect on the
question, “What makes a story
captivating?” In social studies,
students will examine the
relationships between producers
and consumers, consider how profit
influences markets, and connect
these ideas to their own

of water, asking, “How does water
recycle itself?” Together, these
inquiries encourage students to
make connections, interpret
meaning, and think critically about
the world around them.

of Oregon’s
economy. Through these inguiries,

vision
facts with smaller numbers can
be applied to larger numbers and
how properties and equations
help group and relate numbers.
In literacy, they will use textual
evidence to draw conclusions
about character traits and
development, applying these
insights to write captivating and
well-structured stories. In social
studies, students will analyze
how personal financial decisions
influence the broader economy,
asking, “How do | impact the
economy?” Finally, in science,
they will test theories of force,
A ietios of

students will their ability
to analyze relationships, apply
learned concepts, and think critically.
across subjects.

magnets, and engineer simple
magnetic devices to apply their
understanding in creative, hands-
on ways.

In math, students will consider how
fractions represent numbers and
their parts and why measurement
is an essential tool in everyday life.
In literacy, they will learn to use
evidence to draw ooncluslons
conduct research to

This month, third grade students

will deepen their analytical thinking

by exploring how and why we

measure and interpret data in

mathematics, examining themes

and Iessons within I|1erature and
and tol

information, and reflect on what
lessons they want their readers to
learn through their writing. In
science, students will form and test
hypotheses about conductors and
insulators while exploring the
relationship between electricity and
magnetism. Across all subjects,
students will be challenged to
question, analyze, and apply their
learning through purposeful inquiry
and reflection.

=5y
R adaptations across
texts. In social studies, students
will apply critical reasoning to
research and explain key aspects
of life in the 1850s, drawing
comparisons between pioneer life
and the modern day to understand
how and why life has changed
over time.

Third graders will deepen their
critical thinking skills by exploring
how to analyze and interpret
information across subjects. In
math, students will examine how
useful information can be obtained
from data and ir how

This month, third graders will
engage in deeper inquiry across
subjects by exploring how
geometric shapes can be applied
10 solve real-world problems in
malh how favorite story elements
can into their own

perimeter and area are related yet
distinct concepts. In literacy, they
will compare and contrast story
elements with other texts, real-
world observations, and personal

wrmng in literacy, and how
evidence supports scientific
explanations about traits and
environmental influences in
science. Through these
students wil

“How can | make a story more
relevant to myself?” In science,
students will construct evidence-
based arguments to explain how
and why some animals form
groups that help their members
survive. Through these inquiries,
students will strengthen their
ability to reason, make
connections, and support their
ideas with evidence.

strengthen their ability to use
reasoning, evidence, and creativity
to connect learing across
disciplines.

4th Grade

This month, fourth grade
students are developing their
critical thinking skills by
exploring how systems and
evidence help us make sense of
the world. In math, students are
asking, “How does place value
help represent the value of
numbers?” as they deepen their
understanding of numerical
relationships. In literacy, they
are learning to use text evidence
to describe characters, settings,
and events to strengthen
comprehension and analysis. In
social studies, students are
expanding their global
awareness by identifying
continents, oceans, and
landforms while learning to
interpret topographic features
through Topo Quest activities.

This month, fourth-grade students
will deepen their critical thinking
skills by exploring how strategies,
context, and connections enhance
understanding across subjects. In
math, students will analyze and
apply a variety of strategies to
accurately add and subtract multi-
digit numbers. In literacy, they will
examine how word choice and
phrasing shape meaning within a
text. In social studies, students
will investigate the unique
qualities of Oregon's physical
regions and consider how the
state’s settlement history has
influenced the diversity of its
present-day culture. Through
these inquiries, students will
practice reasoning, making
connections, and drawing
conclusions that demonstrate
thoughtful understanding.

This month, fourth-grade students
will explore patterns, relationships,
and cause-and-effect connections
across subjects. In math, students
will investigate how multiplication
and division are related and how
they can clearly communicate and
represent multiplication through
different models and strategies. In
literacy, they will compare and
contrast characters to understand
how similarities and differences
shape a story’s development and
themes. In science, students will
explore how the brain controls the
body and why muscles, such as
the biceps, move and change
shape during activity. Together,
these inquiries encourage students
to think analytically, make
meaningful connections, and
explain their reasoning with
evidence.

In math, students will investigate
how to multiply by a two-digit
number and how division affects
numbers as they apply problem-
solving strategies to real-world
contexts. In literacy, students will
examine which text clues help
determine an authors point of

In math, students will continue
applying strategies for dividing by
one-digit numbers and identifying
patterns to solve problems
efficiently. In literacy, they will
deepen comprehension through
Runaway Ralph and Time for Kids

Students will investigate how
perspective, language, and
comparison deepen
understanding across subjects.
In math, students will ask, “How
can different fractions name the
same amount?” as they

articles, focusing on

and
between numbers.

view, fostering greater
of perspective and purpose in
writing. In social studies, students
will ask, Can I interpret and
recreate physical and political
maps? as they develop spatil

Y,
predicting, and i skills.
Writing instruction will emphasize
how to create suspense, craft strong
story endings, and develop
cohesive plots while applying

In literacy, they wil refine their
writing through personal
narratives and suspense stories
while studying prepositions and
how nd

This month, fourth-grade students
will engage in critical thinking by
exploring how knowledge connects
across math, literacy, and science.
In math, students will consider
“How can | use operations to
model real-world fractions?” as

In math, they will examine the
relationship between decimals and
fractions, asking, “How are they
related?” In literacy, students will
analyze figurative language such
as alliteration, similes, and
symbolism while expanding

they apply probl Iving skills to
meaningful contexts. In literacy,
students will analyze Runaway
Ralph and The Search for
Delicious to determine main ideas,
settings, and points of view, while

senlence ﬂuency<

reasoning and map g skills.
Together, these questions guide
students to think critically, make
connections, and communicate
their understanding with clarity and
purpose.

science,
sludem.s will examine the circulatory
and urinary systems by asking:
What are the key parts and
functions of these systems, and how
can we take care of them? In social
studies, they will explore, How do
geography and landforms shape the
identity of South America?
Throughout each subject, students
‘will think critically about how
systems mathematical, literary,
biological, and geographic connect
and influence one another.

a
word choice through texts such
as Eats, Shoots, and Leaves and
Twenty-Odd Ducks affect
meaning. In social studies,
students will explore the
question, “How does learning
about other cultures shape our
view of the world?” as they
compare and contrast global
traditions and values. These
experiences will help students
develop reasoning, creativity,
and a broader understanding.

also writing
techniques and understanding how
perspective influences storytelling.
They will strengthen language
skills through vocabulary study,
spelling, and grammar work with
verbs and articles. In science,
students will investigate “Why are
some sounds high and some
sounds low?” and “What do people
who are blind see?” to better
understand how humans perceive
the world around them.

y
research on Asia. thng projects
will focus on persuasive
techniques and composing
detailed Asia reports. In science,
students will i how

In math, students will consider
why measurement conversions
are important, how they help solve
real-world problems, and why
understanding perimeter and area
matters. In literacy, through The
Search for Delicious, Time for
Kids, SRA lessons, and
independent reading, students will
analyze characters, settings, and
themes as they prepare written
book reports and presentations
that i

sound and light function by
studying the human ear and eye
through hands-on Delta Kit
experiments and the Human Body
Book. In social studies, students
will research the three branches of
the U.S. government and their
responsibilities, linking this
understanding to their study of
global and civic systems.
Throughout the month, the
character trait of resourcefulness
will guide students as they
creatively solve problems and
apply knowledge culminating in
Earth Day activities that
emphasize innovation and care for
the environment.

and reflection. In science, students
will ask why the same trees don't
grow everywhere and how plant
adaptations change over time,
using observation and reasoning
to connect environmental
conditions to plant survival.
Together, these studies challenge
students to think deeply about
cause and effect, evidence, and
application across disciplines.

This month, fourth-grade students
will engage in critical thinking
through exploration, analysis, and
creative expression across multiple
subjects. In math, students will
apply geometric concepts to solve
problems and recognize patterns in
the world around them. In literacy,
they will read Time for Kids:
Around the World, explore
CultureGrams and online
resources to answer the question,
How can | gather and organize
information to create an effective
travel brochure? Through poetry,
students will examine how
language, rhythm, and structure
convey meaning and emotion. In
science, they will investigate local
ecosystems by asking, How can |
use a dichotomous key to identify
trees, and what factors influence
competition among plants? These
studies will culminate in the
creation of European travel
brochures and a celebration of
learning during Europe Day at the
end of the year.
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