
 
 

May 6, 2022 

Dear Ashbrook Family, 

I can’t wait for the talent show, via video again this year (viewing party, 3:15 on 5/12 for students)! Don’t get me wrong: getting up on 
stage and performing terrifies me, but as I have said to the kids many times, about anything that freaks you out, this could be either a 
moment to avoid or the universe giving you an opportunity to grow, and experience standing at this crossroads helps us learn to tell the 
difference. Anyone who saw my talent show video last year, saw this philosophy in action: 

 

As a child, talent shows were especially unnerving to me because I didn’t think I had anything worth sharing, meaning that I felt I had no 
talent, and the annual talent show announcement was an anniversary of this pretty dark thought.  As an adult, my answer to the 
invitation is this: everyone has a talent.  It might not be dancing or singing or juggling, but we each have a unique perspective on life 
and, for this reason alone, do things in ways that differ from others, maybe better than others, and maybe with enough personal style to 
be interesting to others. Bottom line: if you can teach or entertain, you have a talent. So, in this spirit, here is Doc’s Top 10 List, 
generated after 5 minutes of reflection, having put it off for 2 days, on talents I can perform in 4 mins or less (the requirement for the 
video length) with some amount of personal style. 



10)Vacuuming AND dusting my apartment. 
  9) Making an epic salad. 
  8) Trimming my beard so I don’t look like Sasquatch. 
  7) Grabbing a gallon of milk and my favorite frozen pizza (Wild Mike’s!) from Safeway 
  6) Applying ArmorAll to three of my car’s tires. 
  5) Calling Eileen each day just to say hello. 
  4) Making a S’Macco… think S’Mores on steroids (pretty sure I invented this) 
  3) Cleaning one of the bunny’s enclosures. 
  2) Jumping into the driver’s seat upon learning, 4 mins before, that the person who was leading the meeting is out sick. 

And my number one talent… 
  1) Keeping my cool with an automated phone voice before I lose it. 

For this year’s talent show, I chose one of the above and filmed myself performing it. Tune in on 5/12 to find out which one! 

Warm Regards, Doc 

Dr. Christopher A. Schoberl 
Head of School  

P.S. Thank You So Much for the Lovely HOS Gifts! What a wonderful surprise! I’ve been doing this work for a very long time, and have 
NEVER had such an outpouring of love from students and staff. So grateful for YOU! 

 

 

 

  



Next Week: 
May 9-13 -- Staff Appreciation Week (more info below) 
May 12 -- Talent Show viewing party in the theater at 3:15 pm 
May 13 -- Board of Trustees survey due 
May 14 -- Celebrate Ashbrook event, tickets available HERE 
  
Upcoming Dates: 
May 20-22 -- School plays available to view 
May 20 -- Movie Night, 6:30 -9 pm; grades 2-4 in gym and 5-8 in the theater 
May 27 -- Teacher In-service Day; No School 
May 30 -- Memorial Day; No School 
  
School Year Event Calendar 
  
Family Volunteer Opportunities -- 9 opportunities available! 

 

Quick Notes: 

Please do not allow your students to stay and play in the playgrounds. Our outside playground is used by our after school program, and the 
undercover playground is tidied up at the end of each day by the beginning school. Thank you for your cooperation!   

We are in need of used booster seats. If a family has outgrown their booster seats, please consider donating to Ashbrook. Please make sure they 
have not expired (they have a 10-year expiration date). We use these boosters when families forget to send one for field trips in our lower school 
and our current boosters are nearing their expiration dates.  

 

8th Grade Trip Reports (and photos) from Mr. Olson and Mrs. Capps  

From Monday: We had a boisterous van ride, hiked a quick 4 miles, and learned how to milk a crab. We are safely in our hostel and 
heading out for an evening of adventure. Everyone is representing Ashbrook well.   

From Wednesday: Wednesday report is about good weather, sore feet, and so so so much sugar. If they don't make it home, you 
would understand. So much sugar, just saying. 

From Thursday Night: We are having fun taunting the weather. Who do the rain gods think they are messing with--amateurs? Today 
was an exhilarating 10 miles, yesterday was 11, the day before was 8, and the day before was 5. An easy 34 so far but now it gets 
challenging. 
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Admissions and Enrollment Updates 

Enrollment Deadlines 

The timeline for enrollment below: 

 4/13 - Financial aid applications due 
 4/22 - Financial aid awarded 
 4/29 - Deposit due and all changes submitted 
 6/15 - Early bird discount for lump sum tuition payments due 
 6/30 - Lump sum tuition payments due 
 8/2 - 10-month payment plan begins 

Admissions Resources 

The Communications from Leadership page on our website now includes all of the Admissions videos. In addition, there are also 
videos on the website under each academic section of the school: Beginning School, Lower School, Middle School, 
and Specialists.  

 

It's not too late to send in a Talent Show video! 

Please shoot all videos in landscape mode and keep them to no more than 4 minutes in length. Submissions should be sent to our 
theater technician, Mr. Holaday, THIS WEEKEND to be included in the show. We will hold a viewing party in the theater after school on 
Thursday, May 12 or you can watch it from home May 12-15. The link will be sent out via email on Thursday. 

 

Staff Appreciation Week is NEXT WEEK 

The PTO Staff Appreciation Committee invites you to help celebrate Ashbrook’s outstanding staff! 

 Monday -- A special sign in front of the school will greet the staff Monday morning. Sponsored by the PTO 

 Tuesday -- Please contribute a bouquet of flowers to share with the staff. Collection buckets will be placed outside the front door. 
Those flowers will be displayed in vases around the fountain in the Commons. 

 Wednesday -- Contact Anne Rice if your family would like to contribute an individual $20 Thank You card for a random staff 
member on Wednesday. (32 cards are needed) 

 Thursday -- Donuts and Coffee Thursday morning in the Staff Lounge. Sponsored by the PTO 
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 Friday -- Take time to appreciate your child's teachers in your family's own special way! 

The PTO thanks you! 

 

Next Saturday! Celebrate Ashbrook Fundraising Dinner, May 14 

Please check your email from 5/3 for a time critical reminder, and if you are planning to attend, click HERE to purchase tickets by end 
of the day TODAY!  Tickets are $175 per person for the "cocktail attire" event that includes appetizers, a plated dinner, dessert, and 2 
drink tickets. 

It is our hope that this event will grow into an annual tradition, a much anticipated nice night out for our parents, and a fun community 
builder keynoted by an alumnus or alumna who actually IS an Explorer of some kind.  

As you may know, this year’s keynote address will be delivered by Sean Hixon,’07.  Sean was in town earlier last month (visiting from 
Germany), and several staff members had the great pleasure of spending some time with him and his father. You won’t want to miss 
this opportunity to connect with other parents and to hear Sean talk about what he is currently doing and how Ashbrook played a role in 
his life’s journey. 

 

Connecting with Ukraine 

Ashbrook students, staff, and families interested in connecting with a school in Ukraine are invited to participate in this event hosted by 
Ashbrook’s Student Government. Join us on a Zoom call, in person or virtually, on the morning of Thursday, 5/12 at 7:30am-8:00am 
(which is actually 5:30pm in Ukraine) in the Theater. Here is the link for the meeting if you are joining us virtually.  

PLEASE BE IN THE THEATER OR LOGGED ON BY 7:15! 

Space is limited, so an email to Doc will serve as your RSVP, first come/first served. Students from Ashbrook and Classical 
Gymnasium of Uzhhorod will have prepared a X5 slide presentation on the geography of their campus location and “day in the life” of 
their school, leaving time for open discussion. Uzhhorod and Corvallis are sister cities, a relationship managed through the CSCA 
(Corvallis Sister Cities Association).  
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"Tickets" are now available for the School Plays! 

A suggested donation of $10 HERE will provide you access to both shows during the weekend of May 20-22. And don't forget to tell 
out-of-town family and friends that they will be able to watch the plays this year as well! 

 

Mr. Trueblood and Mr. McMurtrey have recycled cans all year and used the money to treat the 
entire Operations Team to lunch today! 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the Board of Trustees 

The Board is looking for new Trustees to join the Board, and they are especially interested in Beginning School and Lower School 
parents. If you have experience with or knowledge of financial management and / or have experiences working with small to medium 
businesses, please consider becoming a Trustee! The time demands are, at a minimum, attendance at our monthly Board meeting and 
prep beforehand (probably 3-5 hours in total). 

If you are interested, please email the board by May 13th with your interest statement. If you have questions, please don't hesitate to 
contact Board Chair, Tze-Yiu Yong or grab him during drop-off / pickup! 

And THANK YOU to everyone who has already completed their Board of Trustees survey! The Board would like to have all responses 
by Friday, May 13. Please email the Board if you need another link to the survey. 
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And . . . It's A Wrap! From Jerri Jessop, OBOB Advisor 

 

OBOB 2021-2022 is officially over. But wait—there’s more! On Monday, May 16, at lunch times (11:45 – 12:15 for 5th and 6th grades 
and 12:15 – 12:45 for 3rd and 4th grades), the students who participated in OBOB this school year will enjoy pizza and popsicles in the 
Chinese Garden. This is to celebrate the effort, time, and commitment made by them for an extended time period starting back in 
September. The mission of Oregon Battle of the Books is to encourage and recognize students who enjoy reading; to broaden reading 
interests; to increase reading comprehension; and to promote academic excellence, cooperative learning, and teamwork among 
students. By all counts, with the help of their most excellent parent-volunteer coaches, the Ashbrook OBOBers did that mission proud 
and had fun along the way!  

As a tag-on, in case you are wondering whether it’s too soon to sign up for next school year’s OBOB, it is, a little. However, you’ll soon 
have access to the complete 2022-2023 OBOB book selection. Both the Division 3 – 5 and Division 6 – 8 books for next year have 
been ordered and will be on hand soon.  More information to come. 

 

2nd graders built models of the types of homes Native Americans might have lived in from the various regions after studying 
several different tribes. 

     

 

  



Explore Summer! at Ashbrook 

Our Young Explorers program for students currently in Preschool through 2nd grade is almost full! Reserve a spot for your 
student ASAP. 

For older students, we have 23 classes offered from July 11 through August 12. The week-by-week schedule is HERE and reservation 
form is HERE. If you would like printed flyers, there is one for classes aimed at Lower School students and one for classes aimed at 
Middle School students. 

 

Staffing Updates 

A special message from Ben Wilson, Middle School Math teacher: 

Greetings Ashbrook Community,   

It has been my absolute pleasure to serve as a middle school math teacher for these past 6 years at Ashbrook. I recently spoke with Dr. 
Schoberl & Mrs. Sechler lamenting my daily 2-hour commute, and wanting to feel more present for my family in Eugene. At the end of 
the conversation, we all agreed it would be best for our school and our students that I announce to our community my intention to 
inquire as to whether Eugene or the surrounding areas would be interested in a teacher with my skills. If they are, then that could open 
some doors that would be worth pursuing because they would bring me closer to my wife and baby boy. If they aren’t, which is entirely 
possible, then I’ll be right here next year.   

Change can be unsettling, especially if it comes as a surprise, and although I might not be able to avoid causing change within our 
community, I can help make that change as positive as possible. Additionally, it’s important to me to be as upfront, open, and honest as 
I can. And so that’s what this is: a letter to say things might be changing, but if they do, I’ll do my best to make sure that change is as 
smooth and positive as possible. 

Sincerely, Ben Wilson  

Our current job postings: 

 Middle School Math 
 Middle School Spanish 
 Middle School STEM 
 Pre-K Lead Teacher -- finalizing hire 
 PT Theater Arts Specialist 
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Still relevant 

Explorer's Fund -- We will be wrapping up the Explorers Fund drive and announcing a total at Celebrate Ashbrook next Saturday! Of 
course, donations are welcome any time during the year, and THIS LINK to the Explorers Fund page where you can donate via a credit 
card or EFT/ACH will remain active. (Tax ID #93-1131186) 

Family Referral Stipend -- If we end up enrolling a new Explorer family you refer to our school, you will earn a $100 referral stipend.  

 

Beyond Ashbrook 

Expanding Your Horizons Network powered by Techbridge Girls is offering a a middle school STEM conference on May 14. 
This FREE conference was designed to encourage girls in 6th through 8th grades to have fun experiences in science, technology, 
engineering, and math while learning about exciting careers. Click HERE to register. 

Corvallis Rotary After 5 presents: The Benton County Written Spelling Bee at the Boys & Girls Club on Saturday, May 21. Register 
now! 

 

COVID News 

Given the number of emails Doc has recently sent regarding positive COVID cases on campus, it is only natural to have some 
questions regarding the future. Unless we are advised otherwise or our on campus situation merits it, it is our intention to adhere to 
CDC and County guidelines regarding masking and quarantining protocols.  

Mrs. Sechler is the contact for all of your COVID questions.  Please reach out to her if you have any inquiries about school policy or if 
you are wondering about specific scenarios related to your family’s quarantine or testing status, but please check here first, where you 
may find your question answered. 
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