May 13, 2022
Dear Ashbrook Family,
This has been an AMAZING and fulsome week! In the wake of another very successful 8th grade trip to Seattle and the rainy but fun
time playing miniature golf for the rest of the Middle School, the staff felt VERY appreciated, right from the start of the week, with each
day providing a different surprise in various forms and locations around campus. Ms. Sechler and I also had some fun making good on
a promise to the Jog-a-Thon that we would dress up if they met their goal (and since they EXCEEDED their goal, we will be dressing up
for the rest of the year: JK). In the middle of THAT fun, the Zoology class had their own fun: led by the amazing Ms. Duitsman, they got
busy dissecting sharks (something I personally did not get a chance to do until sophomore year in college!). And we finished the week
with our annual Ashbrook Talent Show, the icing on the cake! We also took some time to step a bit outside our bubble… WAYYY
outside our bubble.
Through the Corvallis Sister City Association, we connected with students and staff from Classical Gymnasium in Uzhhorod,
Ukraine, and we found out that they are not so different from us: they have rules at their school they may not be crazy about, they
spend some of their free time watching Netflix and YouTube, they like Harry Potter, and their academic day looks very similar to our
own (stay tuned for more on our ongoing relationship with Gymnasium)! Though there were many very moving moments during our 45minute Zoom call (starting at 7:15am here and 5:30pm in Uzhhorod), my heart went out to these new friends when they answered a
question about the impact of the war on their lives. Hosted by Ashbrook’s Student Government, our kids did a great job representing
their School and their Country. They were informed, compassionate, and friendly, as were their peers on the other side of the globe.
Special thanks to Violetta Gerasymenko, mother of 3rd grader Elisabeth, a native of Ukraine, who helped us welcome our guests in
their language and provided us with some traditional Ukrainian music as background. If you could not make the meeting either live or
via Zoom, here is the link to the recording, access passcode 2=8D7fET.
Warm Regards, Doc
Dr. Christopher A. Schoberl
Head of School

Next Week:
Spirit Week!
Monday -- Crazy Hair day
Tuesday -- Ashbrook SWAG Day
Wednesday -- USA Day
Thursday -- Sports Day
Friday -- Comfy Clothes Day
May 20-22 -- School plays available to view
May 20 -- Movie Night, 6:30 -9 pm; grades 2-4 in gym and 5-8 in the theater
Upcoming Dates:
May 27 -- Teacher In-service Day; No School
May 30 -- Memorial Day; No School

School Year Event Calendar
Family Volunteer Opportunities -- 9 opportunities available!

Jog-a-thon Update and Winners!
Thank you to everyone who participated in, donated to, volunteered for and supported Ashbrook’s Jog-a-thon last month. A special
thanks to all Ashbrook students. Your efforts raised over $8,300! A portion of these funds will be used to purchase and install a new
Gaga Ball pit for students to enjoy. Remaining funds will be used to sponsor PTO events and programs. Refer to our page on the
Ashbrook website to learn more about PTO activities (https://www.ashbrookschool.org/pto/).

Congratulations to the 2nd grade and 6th grade classes for raising the most
money per student for the BS/LS and MS, respectively! They celebrated with a
Benny’s Donut party and were awarded their Golden Shoe trophies by Doc and
Mrs. Sechler who were sporting their silly costumes to commemorate reaching
the jog-a-thon fundraising goal.

Congratulations to the prize basket winners: Hayes Truax (3rd), Isaac May (PS), Libby Capps
(4th), Nima Staggs (2nd) and Yin Kay Chan (6th). Sixty-eight (68) students raised $25 or more and
were entered into the drawing. The baskets were filled with wonderful gifts donated by generous
corporate sponsors.

Sean Hixon, '07, Addresses the Student Body

Just prior to his keynote of this year’s Celebrate Ashbrook dinner, Saturday night at the Corvallis Club, Sean
made time to talk to Ashbrook students just this afternoon. Referring to his years at Ashbrook through a
series of stories about his teachers, three of whom are still working their magic with students (Brenda Jensen,
Paul Hunt, and Erik Olson), whose introductory remarks welcomed Sean back to his alma mater!

Admissions and Enrollment Updates
Enrollment Deadlines
The timeline for enrollment below:
 4/13 - Financial aid applications due
 4/22 - Financial aid awarded
 4/29 - Deposit due and all changes submitted
 6/15 - Early bird discount for lump sum tuition payments due
 6/30 - Lump sum tuition payments due
 8/2 - 10-month payment plan begins

Admissions Resources
The Communications from Leadership page on our website now includes all of the Admissions videos. In addition, there are also
videos on the website under each academic section of the school: Beginning School, Lower School, Middle School,
and Specialists.

Congratulations Kai Yamashita!

This last week, Kai competed in the National Mathcounts competition representing the state of Oregon
and finished 48th out of all 224 contestants nationwide. Team Oregon ranked No 18. Well done Student
Government President Kai: we missed you, we are glad you are back, and we are proud of you!!

Staff Appreciation Week
The Staff was showered with love this week, and we all certainly felt appreciated! THANK YOU!!!

“Tickets" are now available for the School Plays!
A suggested donation of $10 HERE will provide you access to both shows during the weekend of May 20-22. And don't forget to tell
out-of-town family and friends that they will be able to watch the plays this year as well!

Join the Board of Trustees & Board Survey Due TODAY
The Board is looking for new Trustees to join the Board, and they are especially interested in Beginning School and Lower School
parents. If you have experience with or knowledge of financial management and / or have experiences working with small to medium
businesses, please consider becoming a Trustee! The time demands are, at a minimum, attendance at our monthly Board meeting and
prep beforehand (probably 3-5 hours in total).
If you are interested, please email the board by May 13th with your interest statement. If you have questions, please don't hesitate to
contact Board Chair, Tze-Yiu Yong or grab him during drop-off / pickup!
And THANK YOU to everyone who has already completed their Board of Trustees survey!

Explore Summer! at Ashbrook
Week 3 of our Young Explorers program for students currently in Preschool through 2nd grade is FULL and we have started a wait
pool. Reserve a spot for your student ASAP.
For older students, we have 23 classes offered from July 11 through August 12. The week-by-week schedule is HERE and reservation
form is HERE.

Staffing Updates
Our current job postings:
 Middle School Math
 Middle School Spanish
 Middle School STEM
 Pre-K Lead Teacher -- finalizing hire
 PT Theater Arts Specialist

Still relevant
Family Referral Stipend -- If we end up enrolling a new Explorer family you refer to our school, you will earn a $100 referral stipend.
Please do not allow your students to stay and play in the playgrounds. Our outside playground is used by our after school
program, and the undercover playground is tidied up at the end of each day by the beginning school. Thank you for your cooperation!
We are in need of used booster seats. If a family has outgrown their booster seats, please consider donating to Ashbrook. Please
make sure they have not expired (they have a 10-year expiration date). We use these boosters when families forget to send one for
field trips in our lower school and our current boosters are nearing their expiration dates.

Beyond Ashbrook
Corvallis Rotary After 5 presents: The Benton County Written Spelling Bee at the Boys & Girls Club on Saturday, May 21. Register
now!
******
Vina Moses Center and Starbucks have teamed up to host a Summer School Drive to provide Benton County low-income families
who are participating in Corvallis Environmental Center's Summer Camps and Vina Moses Center’s Back to School Program.
They are asking for *NEW* items in children’s sizes 3T-18:
 Backpacks
 Water Bottles
 Lunch Boxes
 T-Shirts
 Athletic Pants/Shorts
 Sweatshirts
 Underwear
 Socks

Donations of new items can be dropped off at all 3 Corvallis Starbucks locations from May 1st through May 31st. Gently USED items
that fit the description can be dropped off at the Vina Moses Center during donation hours (Monday & Thursday from 10am-12pm and
Tuesday from 2-4pm).

COVID News
With the Memorial Day weekend coming up, please plan on picking up your WVT PCR test from the orange bucket on Tuesday 5/31
and WVT will pick up on Wednesday 6/1 and publish results after this date.
Mrs. Sechler is the contact for all of your COVID questions. Please reach out to her if you have any inquiries about school policy or if
you are wondering about specific scenarios related to your family’s quarantine or testing status, but please check here first, where you
may find your question answered.

