March 4, 2022
Dear Ashbrook Family,
As one international and historically important struggle seems to be exiting stage right, another recently entered stage left. If your child has been
wondering about the events playing out in Ukraine, or if you have been wrestling with how to answer their very good questions or how to tell them
about what is happening, please consider revisiting my 9/24 Is It Monday Yet? Compass article on how to talk to kids about difficult topics. You can
also take a look at an article from the New York Times on how to talk to kids about Ukraine here. In addition, Rachel Sechler recently shared some
useful resources with our teachers so that we are prepared for those teachable moments we are always on the lookout for.
As you know, with respect to the “historically important struggle” that seems to be exiting stage right, the OHA
and ODE recently shared news about changes in masking and quarantining mandates being lifted as of 3/12. In
response, Ashbrook is currently gathering information from our staff, and will then reach out to parents early next
week, to determine how our school will respond to the lifting of masking requirements. Rest assured, school
leadership has been working closely with the three physicians on our COVID Advisory Council. Our approach to
this and any decision that impacts the student experience, is to do due diligence in gathering information and
making decisions based on what the data tell us. Stay tuned for an email from me early next week, including a
survey, and kindly do your best to turn that around quickly.
And with all of this going on, I am so grateful that I get to spend time as in the photo below, reading to a student
while waiting for his COVID quick test to bake. Best part of my week, without a doubt!
Warm Regards, Doc

The Boys and Girls Club of Corvallis will be on campus, during lunch, on 3/15, for students to sign up for the Girl Power
Summit. See the posters around campus and look for the reminder in a future Compass.

Next Week:
March 9 -- Buddy Day Schedule
March 10 -- MS Concert at 6 pm
March 11 -- No School; End of Term
Upcoming Dates:
March 15 -- Advisory Day Schedule
March 16 -- Founders Day
March 17 -- Half-day of school; dismiss at 12 noon
March 17 & 18 -- Parent Teacher Conferences
March 21-25 -- Spring Break
School Year Event Calendar
Family Volunteer Opportunities -- 11 opportunities available!

Beginning School at Recess!

Admissions and Enrollment Updates
Re-enrollment
The 2022-2023 enrollment season has started! You should have received an email with enrollment steps for the 22-23 school year. Here are some
additional documents for your reference as you plan for the new year. Please remember to read the Family Handbook, sign the enrollment contract,
and then pay the deposit in MSP in order to finalize your student's enrollment.
 2022-23 Payment Options Summary

 2022-23 Dewar Tuition Insurance leaflet
 2022-23 After School Program Registration
 2022-23 Ashbrook Family Handbook

Open House March 31
Do you have friends with school-aged children who are interested in Exploring Extraordinary? If so, please let them know (and feel free to push out
on social media or forward) about the Ashbrook School Open House, Live and In Person, 3/31, 3:30-5:00pm. Drop in for some coffee and to meet
school leadership, have your questions answered, and tour our beautiful campus! Details to follow!
Admissions Resources
If you know someone who could benefit, please pass these resources along:
 December Admission Event: 12/7 slideshow, The Arts as Essential Curriculum at Ashbrook School
 January Admission Event: 1/19 video, Ashbrook’s Beginning and Lower School Experience: an Excellent Education is Built on a
Strong Foundation
 February Admission Event: 2/10 video, Math/Science Education at Ashbrook: Lifting Up the Bottom vs. Pushing Down the Top
 A Second February Admission Event: 2/24 video, Humanities, Foreign Language, and Physical Education at Ashbrook School

Spring Term Hot Lunch Orders
Please be sure to submit your student's Lunch Orders for Spring Term no later than Monday, March 7, 2022. View the Hot Lunch Order Form Here.
You may send them to the accounting email address or deliver them in person to the office.

A showcase of annotative maps, made by Mr. Washburn's students, based on JRR Tolkien's The
Hobbit. Thank you, Mr. Washburn, for adding a creative and engaging element to this reading
experience!

Live Stream Link for Middle School Concert: Thursday March 10th at 6:00 PM
Mr. Hoge is thrilled to present Ashbrook's first live concert in two years, featuring both our Beginning and Advanced Middle School Bands!
If you would like to attend in person, please send proof of COVID booster to the office.
Click on this link to access the livestream. (link removed)

Board of Trustees Update
On February 17th, 2022, the Board of Trustees met to discuss the following:
 The Board talked about a variety of financial duties and responsibilities as they exist at the Board and school level. There was discussion
about capturing them in a unique document(s) with specific roles clearly identified as owners.
 There was discussion about the timing of the annual Board initiated parent and staff survey and how that will interact with the HOS
evaluation and the Board retreat timing.
 The Board had a robust discussion about the school's tuition refund policy.
In the HOS report, Doc talked about the Q2 budget performance as well as recent marketing efforts around the community (billboard, bus, lawn
signs). We talked about the large catalog of summer classes (14!) that Ashbrook's teachers will be offering this year. There was discussion of Doc's
move to provide a stipend for a current staff member to act as a Diversity Coordinator for the school.
We heard about the status of donations to the Explorer's Fund ($13K from achieving the $50K Board and anonymous donor match!).
The Board was disappointed to hear that the venue which we were going to use for the dinner fundraiser (the Vue) was unexpectedly withdrawn
from our use. Doc and his team are now looking for a new place to have the dinner fundraiser. (Update: It will be at the Corvallis Club.) Finally, we
talked thru the school's COVID plan timed for after Spring Break so that it helps to minimize disruption to the school's operation. Finally, Doc
reminded us of the upcoming humanities admission event on 2/24 and an official open house scheduled for 3/31.
To kick off Read Across America Month, Ms. Kelley set up a "Book Tasting" for her 5th graders, complete with gingham tablecloths and a
cozy "fire"!

Congratulations to the wonderful casts of our two shows this Spring!
Folk Tails: Anna B., Libby C., Solomon C., Finley C., Piper C., Ashton D., Dylan F., Orion R., Saul R., Lenni H., Luke M., Maggie M., Clark O., Maya
R., Nima S., Flynn T., and Adelaide T.
The 10 Best/Worst Things About Middle School: Rebekah C., Teddy D., Nolan H., Aidan L., Keira L., Sarah M., and 2 other students.
Don't forget to order your 2021-2022 Yearbooks!
Go to ybpay.lifetouch.com and search by school or use our code: 12883622 to place your order. All orders need to be made by April 8th.

Keep the donations coming for the Tag Sale Fundraiser April 2!
Our Tag Sale donation collection is growing--thank you!!! Michelle Ryan will be by the front doors every Friday between 7:30 and 8:30 am. Also,
Michelle will need volunteers to help set-up in the 2 days leading up to the sale as well as to help on the day of the sale. Please email Ms.
Tynon and she will put you in touch with Michelle.

Ashbrook in the News: Alumni Focus
17-year-old Ashbrook alumnus Michael Gu (class of 2018) is Portland Piano International’s 2020-2021 Concerto Competition
winner! He is performing alongside the Portland Youth Philharmonic Orchestra this Friday at 7:30 pm. For information on inperson tickets or livestream access, visit https://portlandyouthphil.org/concerts-tickets/. Way to go Michael!!

Staffing Updates
As we look ahead to the next school year, we will include regular staffing updates here in the Compass to keep families informed of any changes
taking place at Ashbrook. Our current job postings:
 First Grade Teacher
 Theater Arts Specialist
 Summer Program Assistant Teacher
 Kitchen Assistant (parents of current students encouraged to apply to work alongside Chef Fabio Patanè and receive 50% tuition discount)

Still relevant
Explorer's Fund -- The Explorers Fund drive is still going strong! The Board of Trustees and an anonymous donor pledged $50,000 in matching
funds, and we are close to meeting our full challenge goal! Click HERE to be taken directly to the Explorers Fund page where you can donate via a
credit card or EFT/ACH. (Tax ID #93-1131186)
Parent Wishlist -- It's not too late to add your hopes and dreams for Ashbrook's future! Please use this spreadsheet (link removed) to indicate ANY
“wishlist” items you would like to see at Ashbrook.
Apply now for a PTO Spring Mini-Grant -- The spring mini-grant applications are due March 18. Click HERE to download the application form with
more information on activities/resources that are eligible with guidelines for funding. Send questions to Krista Lindberg or Jennifer Chang.
Family Referral Stipend -- If we end up enrolling a new Explorer family you refer to our school, you will earn a $100 referral stipend.
Ashbrook Adult Ambassadors -- We have 4 Ambassadors on our website HERE. If you are interested in corresponding via email with prospective
parents regarding Ashbrook, please be in touch with Kelly Tynon.
Parent Volunteers - The Office needs your updated COVID card with your booster vaccine. Please email a picture of it to Miss Rachael.

Beyond Ashbrook
Save the Date! Corvallis Rotary After 5 presents: The Benton County Written Spelling Bee, at the Boys & Girls Club on Saturday, May 21, 2022.
Any student in grades 1-12 in Benton County are eligible. More information and signup opportunities to follow at the end of March! See the link
below for a website of study words: Spelling Bee Study Words

COVID News
Watch your email early next week for a parent survey to help us finalize our plan moving forward in response to the lifting of the statewide mandate.
Following March Break, 3/21-3/25, Ashbrook will ask for all students to be quick tested on Sunday, 3/27 prior to the first class day back, Monday,
3/28. Here are your options:
1. Purchase a quick test and test your child(ren) at home. We would recommend ordering these now as we anticipate a rush on them prior
to students returning to school after breaks. If your child is positive, please consult the When should I Keep my Student Home?
document HERE.
2. Visit Doc on campus on Sunday, 3/27, and allow him to curb test your child(ren) using the BinaxNow quick test. You will drive away with
your test and be in touch with Doc only if it is positive. In exchange, Doc asks that if you have a dog, you bring it so he can get some pets
in! If this is of interest to you, please RSVP.
Mrs. Sechler is the contact for all of your COVID questions. Please reach out to her if you have any inquiries about school policy or if you are
wondering about specific scenarios related to your family’s quarantine or testing status, but please check here first, where you may find your
question answered.

Ashbrook has enrolled in Oregon Health Authority’s COVID-19 Screening Program for K-12 students. For more details, click HERE.

